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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Musselwhite et al. (US PG Pub. No. 2003/0097270), [hereinafter MusselwhiteJ. 

Referring to Claim 1 : Musselwhite shows a method of managing a financial 
account comprising: defining at least one condition for the financial account; defining 
first and second account parameters, wherein the first account parameter is associated 
with the condition (Musselwhite: Abstract; Page 3, Paragraphs 0030-0032; Page 5, 
Paragraphs 0044-0045; Claim 1); determining whether transactions associated with the 
financial account satisfy the condition (Musselwhite: Abstract; Page 3, Paragraphs 
0030-0032; Page 5, Paragraphs 0044-0045; Claim 1); processing transactions that 
. satisfy the condition based on the first account parameter; and processing other 
transactions based on the second account parameter (Musselwhite: Abstract; Page 3, 
Paragraphs 0030-0032; Page 5, Paragraphs 0044-0045; Claim 1). 

Referring to Claim 2 : Musselwhite discusses a method, wherein the condition 
and transactions each comprise at least one attribute, the attribute comprising an 
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attribute class and an attribute value (Musselwhite: Abstract; Page 3, Paragraphs 0030- 
0031). 

Referring to Claim 3 : Musselwhite teaches a method, wherein the financial 
account is a credit card account (Musselwhite: Claim 3). 

Referring to Claim 4 : Musselwhite discloses a method, wherein the first and 
second account parameters are a first and a second interest rate, respectively, wherein 
the first interest rate is lower than the second interest rate (Musselwhite: Abstract; Page 
1, Paragraph 0011; Page 2, Paragraphs 0022-0023; Page 4, Paragraph 0039; Claim 
4,12). 

Referring to Claim 5 : Musselwhite shows a method, wherein the first and second 
account parameters are a first and a second interest rate, respectively, wherein the first 
interest rate is higher than the second interest rate (Musselwhite: Abstract; Page 1 , 
Paragraph 0011; Page 2, Paragraphs 0022-0023; Page 4. Paragraph 0039; Claim 
4,12). 

Referring to Claim 6 : Musselwhite teaches a method, wherein defining first and 
second account parameters further comprises: defining at least one account parameter 
with at least one account parameter type and at least one account parameter time 
period, wherein the account parameter time period is associated with the account 
parameter type (Musselwhite: Abstract; Claims 1-3, 13). 

Referring to Claim 7 : Musselwhite discusses a method further comprising: 
detemnining whether any transactions processed using the first account parameter in a 
previous billing cycle are associated with an account parameter time period that will 
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expire during a next billing cycle (Musselwhite: Figure 7; Page 7, Paragraph 0057, 
0061 , 0062; Claim 2,13); and providing a financial account holder with a notification 
stating that the account parameter time period associated with the transaction will end 
during the next billing cycle based on the determining step (Musselwhite: Figure 7; Page 
7, Paragraph 0057, 0061, 0062; Claim 2,13). 

Referring to Claim 8 : Musselwhite shows a method further comprising: 
determining whether any transactions processed using the first account parameter in a 
previous billing cycle are associated with an account parameter time period that expired 
at the end of the previous billing cycle (Musselwhite: Figure 7; Page 7, Paragraphs 
0057-0063; Claim 13); and processing all transacfions associated with the account 
parameter time period that expired at the end of the previous billing cycle with the 
second account parameter (Musselwhite: Figure 7; Page 7, Paragraphs 0057-0063; 
Claim 13). 

Referring to Claim 9 : Claim 9 parallels the limitations of Claim 8. As such, Claim 
9 is rejected under the same basis as is Claim 8 as mentioned supra. 

Referring to Claim 10 : Claim 10 reflects the limitations of Claim 9. As such. 
Claim 10 is rejected under the same basis as is Claim 9 as mentioned supra. 

Referring to Claim 1 1 : Claim 11 parallels the limitations of Claims 6 and 10. As 
such, Claim 1 1 is rejected under the same basis as are Claims 6 and 10 as mentioned 
supra. 

Referring to Claim 12 : Musselwhite teaches a method further comprising: 
generating a billing statement reflecting an amount to be paid by a financial account 
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holder based on at least the first and second account parameters (Musselwhite: Claims 
1-4). 

Referring to Claim 13 : Musselwhite discloses a method, wherein the class is at 
least one of: a merchant name; a merchant type; a merchant location; a transaction 
date; a transaction time; and a transaction amount (Musselwhite: Abstract; Page 3, 
Paragraphs 0030-0031). 

Referring to Claim 14 : Musselwhite teaches a method, wherein defining at least 
one condition for the financial account further comprises: choosing the attribute class of 
the attribute; choosing the attribute value of the attribute; and setting the attribute class 
to either equal or be greater than the attribute value (Musselwhite: Abstract; Figures 1- 
4; Claims 1-4). 

Referring to Claim 15 : Musselwhite shows a method, wherein detemiining 
whether transactions associated with the financial account satisfy the condition further 
comprises: comparing each attribute of each transaction with each attribute of the 
condition (Musselwhite: Abstract; Figures 1-4; Claims 1-4); and determining whether 
any attribute of the transaction satisfies each attribute of the condition (Musselwhite: 
Abstract; Figures 1-4; Claims 1-4). 

Referring to Claim 16 : Musselwhite teaches a method, wherein the account 
parameter type is at least one of: an interest rate; a finance charge waiver period; a 
monthly payment waiver period; and a payment allocation (Musselwhite: Claim 2, 4, 12- 
13). 



Application/Control Number: Page 6 

10/804,170 

Art Unit: 3692 

Referring to Claim 17 : Musselwhite discloses a method further comprising: 
applying the account parameter to transactions that satisfy the condition associated with 
the account parameter (Musselwhite: Abstract; Figures 1-4; Claims 1-4). 

Referring to Claim 18 : Musselwhite shows a method, wherein the account 
parameter time period comprises more than one billing cycle (Musselwhite: Claims 1- 
12). 

Referring to Claim 19 : Musselwhite discusses a method further comprising: 
comparing the transaction attribute class with the condition attribute class; determining 
whether the transaction attribute class matches any condition attribute class; and 
comparing the transaction attribute value with the condition attribute value based on the 
determining step (Musselwhite: Abstract; Figures 1-4; Claims 1-4). 

Referring to Claims 20-38 : Claims 20-38 are the system for the method of Claims 
1-19. As such. Claims 20-38 are rejected under the same basis as are Claims 1-19 as 
mentioned supra. 

Referring to Claims 39-57 : Claims 39-57 are directed towards a computer 
program product comprising a computer-readable medium for perfonning the method 
disclosed in Claims 1-19. As such, Claims 39-57 are rejected under the same basis as 
are Claims 1-19 as mentioned supra. 

Referring to Claim 58 : Claim 58 reflects the limitations of Claims 2 and 14. As 
such, Claim 58 is rejected under the same basis as are Claims 2 and 14 as mentioned 
supra. 
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Referring to Claim 59 : Musselwhite teaches a method of defining an account 
parameter for a financial account, wherein the account parameter is associated with a 
condition, comprising: detennining a type of account parameter to associate with the 
condition; selecting a time period to associate with the type of account parameter; and 
assigning the account parameter to the condition (Musselwhite: Abstract; Claims 1-12). 

Referring to Claim 60 : Musselwhite discusses a method of managing a financial 
account, wherein the financial account is associated with at least one condition, the 
condition comprising at least one attribute, comprising: collecting transaction information 
from a financial account user, wherein the transaction comprises at least one attribute; 
comparing each attribute of each transaction with each attribute of the condition; 
determining whether any attribute of the transaction satisfies each attribute of the 
condition; and processing the transaction with an account parameter based on the 
determining step (Musselwhite: Abstract; Claims 1-12). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Hucal (US Pat. No. 5,933,817) teaches a tiered interest rate revolving credit 
system and method. 

Warren et al. (US PQ Pub. No. 2003/0101131) discuss a system and method for 
establishing or modifying an account with user selectable terms. 
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McDonald et al. (US Pat. No. 7,107,243) show a system and method for 
automated bill payment service. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Benjamin S. 
Fields at telephone number 571.272.9734. The examiner can normally be reached 
Monday through Thursday, 9am to 7pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone 
are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, KAMBIZ ABDI can be reached at (571) 
272-6702. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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